PAG Region

Transportation Enhancement Round 17
Pre-submittal Form Instructions
Introduction:

The Transportation Enhancement (TE) program is funded through a 10 percent set-aside from federal Surface Transportation Program (STP) funds. The annual funding cycle includes a regional project application process, with final review and recommendation of projects from the Statewide Transportation Enhancement Review Committee (TERC). This program was developed to enhance surface transportation activities by developing projects that go above and beyond what transportation departments typically do.  This program has 11 eligible categories for funding that include alternative mode enhancements, historic preservation elements, landscaping and other beautification activities. All applications require a local government sponsor.
Due to the overwhelming popularity of this program and the cost associated with developing application submittals, the region has determined that a pre-application process is necessary.  PAG’s Transportation Enhancement Task Force (TETF) will review this pre-submittal form and provide submitters with a “pass/fail” and general comments. A project that receives a “pass” on the pre-submittal is allowed to move forward through the application process. Not all applications submitted to the region will move forward to the TERC due to the total funding submittal cap set by the state.
** NEW ** FOR ROUND 17 – Due to the budget challenges facing all the jurisdictions within and including Pima County, all applicants need to identify matching funds early in the TE process. Every application needs to have a jurisdictional sponsor; this is almost always the City, Town or County in which the proposed project is located. This sponsor is responsible for providing the required 5.7% hard cash match, the cost of scoping (the planning and engineering required to define the project), the ADOT review fee and any over match. These local funding requirements are over and above any amount approved for TE funding and can range anywhere from $20,000 to $100,000 depending on the size/cost of the project. Given this large cash outlay, combined with the staff time needed to deliver a project associated with the federal process, it is easy to see why jurisdictions just don’t have the financial resources currently to move all projects forward.
In an effort to address these funding needs, the jurisdictions and the Regional Transportation Authority (RTA) have agreed that certain TE eligible projects may also be eligible for some of the RTA categorical funds. The RTA has established a process to review RTA eligible projects after the pre-application screening to select project(s) that may be able to use RTA funds for the local commitment if the project is approved for State TE funding. It must be stressed that the RTA will not totally or partially fund the projects if they do not receive a funding commitment from ADOT through the TE process.

The RTA Categorical funds available for TE projects are Element #37 Elderly and Pedestrian Safety Improvements and Element #41 Greenway, Pathway and Sidewalks.
The RTA Bicycle and Pedestrian Working Group will review projects based on regional benefit and compatibility to the allowable uses of RTA funding. No specific amount of RTA funds has been set aside for TE projects and there is no requirement that any TE project(s) must receive a commitment for RTA funding. Regardless of RTA participation, all project applications MUST have a jurisdictional sponsor.
Please contact the appropriate jurisdictional TE representative to determine local funding availability.

Pima County





Matt Zoll

243 – 2453

City of Tucson





Jennifer Donofrio
837 - 6721

All other areas or general questions contact PAG
John Liosatos

792 - 1093
Instructions:

This form is only the first step in a long process. First, the TETF will review this pre-submittal form and the RTA Bicycle and Pedestrian Working Group will review appropriate applications for RTA fund applicability and availability.  PAG staff will notify you if the project can move forward through the TE process and if any local matching funds are available from the RTA. You will also be provided general comments about your proposed project. Eligible projects may submit the formal 20 page application. Although the sponsoring jurisdiction may assist with the application, the applicant is expected to be active in the development of that application and in the securing of appropriate materials such as letters of support. If you have any questions on what would be expected of you or what sort of information is required for the full application, please feel free to contact your jurisdictional TE coordinator. If you need the jurisdictional TE coordinator‘s contact information please call John Liosatos at 792-1093 for assistance.  

Please fill out the attached form and return it to PAG no later than 2:00 p.m., Wednesday April 1, 2009. Please limit your responses to one page. Deliver completed applications to the PAG office at 177 N. Church Ave., #405 or fax to 620-6981 or e-mail to JLiosatos@pagnet.org.
Enhancement projects are eligible for funding under the following categories:
1. Provision Of Facilities For Pedestrians And Bicycles 
2. Provision Of Safety And Educational Activities For Pedestrians And Bicyclists 
3. Scenic Or Historic Highway Programs (Including The Provision Of Tourist And Welcome Center Facilities) 
4. Landscaping And Other Scenic Beautification 
5. Historic Preservation 
6. Rehabilitation Of Historic Transportation Buildings, Structures, Or Facilities (Including Historic Railroad Facilities And Bridges)
7. Preservation Of Abandoned Railway Corridors (Including The Conversion And Use Thereof For Pedestrian Or Bicycle Trails)
8. Control And Removal Of Outdoor Advertising
9. Archaeological Planning And Research
10. Environmental Mitigation To Address Water Pollution Due To Highway Runoff Or Reduce Vehicle-Caused Wildlife Mortality While Maintaining Habitat Connectivity
11. Establishment Of Transportation Museums 
PAG Region

Transportation Enhancement

Pre-submittal Form – Round 17
Project Name:









Project Contact Person:




Phone:



Fax:



E-mail:

TE Eligible funding categories (see instructions):

Please check eligible RTA Categorical funding category: 

· #37 - Elderly and Pedestrian Safety Improvements
· #41 - Greenway, Pathway and Sidewalks
Project Location:

Would the project be located on private property?

Who owns the property and how will they be involved in the process?

Neighborhood association and area plan (if applicable):

Jurisdiction in which the project is located:

Project Description:

Project length (if applicable, i.e. ½ mile or 500 feet): _______
Project elements (check all that apply): Purchase of property___
Pedestrian lighting__ 

Sidewalks___
Curbs ___
Bike lanes ___ 
Multi-use paths___
Art___


Bike racks___ Landscaping___  ADA enhancements ___  Other:


List the three (3) most important things about this project (i.e. why is it needed? who will use it?):

Please indicate the level of community involvement and support for development/planning of this project to date:

What is the regional significance of the project (how would this project benefit the greater Pima County region?):

1

