
A Leadership Forum  

on the Future of 

Transportation & Infrastructure: 

Needs, Funding and Jobs 

Friday, November 4, 2011 

Presentations  

9 a.m.ï12:30 p.m. 

Marana Town Hall  

11555 W. Civic Center Drive 

Gary G. Hayes, AICP 

Executive Director 



RTA ï 5 years of Success 

Arizona House of Representatives 

Transportation Committee 

November 4, 2011 

James R. DeGrood, P.E. 

Transportation Services Director 



 

RTA Plan Update 

Å$621 million in RTA funding has been 
committed 

Å22 projects under construction 

Å  449 individual   

projects and 

services have 

been implemented 



Roadway Element Projects 
ÅAll 11 First 

Implementation 

Period (FY 2007-2011) 

projects are under 

construction or 

completed 

ÅAnother 12 later 

period Roadway 

Element projects  

are in design 



Roadway Improvement Element  

Projects Completed: 

ÅTwin Peaks TI 

ÅTanque Verde Road 

ÅCamino de Mañana 

ÅLa Cañada Drive (N) 

ÅHoughton/Old Vail Intersection 

ÅSahuarita Road, Phase I  

ÅI-19 Frontage Road  

ÅLa Cholla, Ruthrauff - River 



Projects Under Construction: 

ÅSpeedway Blvd., Camino Seco ï Houghton 

ÅMagee Rd., Mona Lisa ï La Cañada  

ÅMagee/Cortaro Farms, Mona Lisa - 

Thornydale  

ÅKolb Connection 

ÅDowntown Links 

 

Roadway Improvement Element  



Other Roadway Projects  

Bidding Soon 

ÅLa Canada Drive, Ina ï River (Bidding) 

ÅLa Cholla, Magee-Overton 

ÅGrant Rd/Oracle Intersection 

ÅHoughton, Irvington ï Valencia (Bidding) 

ÅSt. Maryôs, I-10 to Church (Downtown Links) 

ÅKino/22nd St., Grade Separated Intersection 

 

 



Roadway Improvement Element  

Estimated construction cost for RTA 

Roadway Element Projects expected 

to be under way in the next 12 months: 

$196,000,000  (Over 1,000 Net Jobs) 

 



Safety Element  

ÅMajor intersection reconstruction 
projects completed: 

- Grant & Craycroft 
  - Ft. Lowell & Campbell 
  - Starr Pass/Mission  
  - Wilmot & Golf Links 
  - Golf Links/Kolb 
 

ÅAlvernon/Valencia under construction 
 

ÅMajor improvements coming to 
Oracle/Ina, Kolb/Valencia intersections 

 



Safety Element  

Å30 new pedestrian signals completed 

Å51 bus pullouts completed 

ÅRegional wireless signal network operational 

ÅRegionwide traffic signal timing plan updates 

ÅBattery backups on key intersection signals 

ÅVideo detection added to most signals 

ÅBridge decks being rehabilitated  

ÅADA compliance issues addressed 



Completed 

Safety 

Element 

Projects 



Environment & Economic Vitality  

Greenways, Pathways, Bikeways and 
Sidewalk Projects Completed: 

Å  150 miles of bikeways created 

Å  80 miles of sidewalks installed 
 

MainStreet Small Business Assistance 
Program Implemented 

Has provided confidential business 
consulting services to over 240 companies 

 



Completed 

Environment 

& Economic 

Vitality 

Element 

Projects 



RTA Transit Element  

Å  Extended weekday/evening service 

Å  Weekend bus service expansion 

Å  New circulator service in outlying areas 

Å  Express bus service expansions 

Å  Improved bus frequency on overcrowded routes    

Å  Expanded paratransit service hours & territory            

Å  Dial-A-Ride service in Ajo, Oro Valley, Green 
Valley 

Å  Pima Council on Aging volunteer program  

Å  Sun Tran Bus Storage and Maintenance Facility           



RTA Financial Statistics 

The RTA has collected $352.5 million in 

excise taxes since collections began in 2006.  

The RTA  also has issued $150 million in 

bonds. 

Since inception in 2006, the RTA has 

expended $351.7 million on project-related 

reimbursements. 
 
Over 1,800 (Net) jobs have been created in 

our region thus far as a result of the RTA, 

and our work is accelerating.   
 
 



RTA Financial Challenges Ahead 

 Excise Tax collections are well under our 2006 

estimate; recovery rate is slow. 

  -Thankfully, construction bids are competitive,    

 partially offsetting the decline in collections. 

  

In voter-approved plan, local funding was 

committed to augment RTA funds with local 

funds (primarily HURF funds/Impact Fees). 

These local funds are strained, unavailable. 
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Fuel 
52.50% 

Motor 
Carrier 
3.00% 

VLT 
27.60% 

Registration 
12.70% 

Other 
4.20% 

HURF Revenue Sources ï FY 2010 



Needs in the PAG 2040 RTP  



Sun Corridor Population Growth ï 2005, 2050 



Funded and Unfunded Needs in the 

PAG 2040 RTP  
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Pavement Management Family Curve 
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What Does the Future Hold? 



 

Diversion of the AZ Highway  User 

Revenue Fund (in dollars) 
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Source: http://www.eia.gov  

Avg. Gasoline Prices Western States 
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Pima County Gallons Sold 
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What can we do to diversify our 

transportation funding strategy? 



Gas tax by state: Federal & State Rate 
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http://www.api.org/statistics/fueltaxes/
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Why is Transportation Important? 



Economic Benefits of Transportation 
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